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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-5, 8, 10-21 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Jeon et al. (US20030070171, hereinafter Jeon). 

Regarding claims 1, 8, 20 and 23-24, Jeon discloses an electronic program guide 
comprising: 

a first list (listing of channels in channel guide, see Fig. 4) including first information 
(listing of channels, see Fig. 4), and 

a second list (listing of shows on channel 120, see Fig. 4) including second information 
(listing of shows on channel 120, see Fig. 4) which is displayed concurrently with the first list 
(see Fig. 4) in response to selection of a selected information (selection of channel 120, see Fig. 
4) from the first list (listing of channels in channel guide, see Fig. 4), the first information being 
changeable to third information in response to activation of a perspective function (see [0037], 
lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 2, Jeon discloses a second information is exclusively associated with the 
selected information (see Fig. 4). 
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Regarding claim 3, Jeon discloses a first information includes a channel list, a theme list 
(see Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 4, Jeon discloses a first information is programmable to include a 
channel list (see Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Jeon discloses when a first information includes a channel list, the 
selected information is a selected channel, and the second information includes a program list of 
programs associated with the selected channel and a time list of times associated with the 
programs (see Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 10, Jeon discloses an information list (see Fig. 7, #71) which is 
displayed concurrently with the a first list and a second list (see Figs. 4 and 7), the information 
list including data associated with a selected program, the data including description a 
description of the selected program (see Fig. 7, #71). 

Regarding claim 11, Jeon discloses an information list (see Fig. 7, #71) is displayed in 
response to activation of an open switch (channel selection means function INFORMATION, see 
Figs. 2b and 6) while a cursor highlights the selected program (see Fig. 7). 

Regarding claim 12, Jeon discloses a second list includes a close switch (channel 
selection means function BACK, see [0033], lines 27-28 and Fig. 2b) configured to close the 
second list (see [0033], lines 27-28). 

Regarding claim 13, Jeon discloses an interface to navigate through an electronic 
program guide, the interface including a close switch (channel selection means function EXIT, 
see [0033], lines 14-15 and Fig. 4) configured to close menus including the first list and the 
second list (see [0033], lines 14-15). 
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Regarding claim 14, Jeon discloses a controller is a remote controller (see Fig. 2b) and 
includes a perspective button (any of the buttons Fl to F4, see [0037], lines 1-6 and Fig. 2b) to 
activate the perspective function (any of the buttons Fl to F4, see [0037], lines 1-6 and Fig. 2b). 

Regarding claims 15-19, Jeon discloses a controller includes a switch to access an 
electronic program guide (see Fig 2b), an up switch (see Fig 2b), and a down switch (see Fig 2b), 
the up switch and the down switch being configured to respectively scroll a cursor up and down 
the first list (see [0033], lines 18-23 and Figs. 2b and 4). 

Regarding claim 21, Jeon discloses a controller configured to control an on-screen 
display of an electronic program guide (sec Fig. 2b), the controller comprising an access switch 
to access the electronic program guide (see Fig. 2b), and navigation switches to navigate through 
the electronic program guide (see Fig. 2b), the electronic program guide comprising: a first list 
(listing of channels in channel guide, see Fig. 4) including first information (listing of channels, 
see Fig. 4), and 

a second list (listing of shows on channel 120, see Fig. 4) including second information 
(listing of shows on channel 120, see Fig. 4) which is displayed concurrently with the first list 
(see Fig. 4) in response to selection of a selected information (selection of channel 120, see Fig. 
4) from the first list (listing of channels in channel guide, see Fig. 4), the first information being 
changeable to third information in response to activation of a perspective function (see [0037], 
lines 1-6). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jeon 
(previously cited), as applied to claims 1 and 2 1 above, and further in view of Young et al. 
(US5353121, hereinafter Young). 

Regarding claim 6, Jeon discloses the limitations of claim 1, but does not specifically 
disclose a theme list, selected information that is a theme, or information including programs 
associated with the selected theme. 

In an analogous art, Young discloses a theme list (see Fig. 14, #106), selected 
information that is a selected theme (see Fig. 14, #106, where MOVIES is selected), and 
information including programs associated with the selected theme (see col 14, lines 47-59 and 
Figs. 1 and 14). 

It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the Jeon's system to include a theme list, selected information that is a 
theme, and information including programs associated with the selected theme, as disclosed by 
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Young, for the advantage of providing a user with an electronic programming guide system that 
may be customized to sort listings based on a variety of user preferences. 

Regarding claim 22, Jeon in view of Young discloses a first list is provided in response to 
a first activation of an access switch (see Figs. 14 and 21), and both the first list and a second list 
are provided in response to activation of a program switch of the controller (see Figs. 14 and 21). 

It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Jeon's system to include a first list provided in response to a first activation 
of an access switch, and both the first list and a second list provided in response to activation of a 
program switch of the controller, as disclosed by Young, for the advantage of providing a single 
button for various functions. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jeon (previously 
cited), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kondo et al. (US6763522, hereinafter 
Kondo). 

Regarding claim 7, Jeon discloses the limitations of claim 1, wherein a first information 
includes a time list (see Fig. 6), a selected information is a selected time (see Fig. 6) and a second 
information including programs associated with the selected time, but does not specifically 
disclose second list including a list of channels. 

In an analogous art, Kondo discloses a second list (see Fig. 2A, #50) including a list of 
channels (see Fig. 2A, #50). 
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It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the Jeon's system to include a second list including a list of channels, as 
disclosed by Kondo, for the advantage of providing a user with an efficient electronic 
programming guide system that provides information for main channels as well as sub-channels. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jeon (previously 
cited), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Knee et al. (US5589892, hereinafter 
Knee). 

Regarding claim 9, Jeon discloses a second list, but does not specifically disclose a 
second list including an identifier, the identifier including a current time (see Fig. 20). 

It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Jeon's system to include a second list including an identifier, the identifier 
including a current time, as disclosed by Knee, for the advantage of providing an efficient 
electronic programming guide system that allows the user to be aware of the current time while 
using the system. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHENEA P. SMITH whose telephone number is (571)272-9524. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chenea P. Smith/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2623 

/Christopher Grant/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 


